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Emerging Leader Summit 
The Emerging Leader Summit is an excellent opportunity for freshmen and sophomore leaders. 
Participants w ill build a found ation of leadershi p d evelopment from the very beginning of t heir career at 

the University o f Louisiana at Lafayette. Participants are challenged to think beyond posit ional leadership 

and are given the opportunity to explore what leadership means to them, to assess their pe rso nal 
behavioral style, and to tackle topics such as personal values, happiness, branding, body language, and 

communication. Participants leave with a c learer understanding of how they define lead ership and why. 
Participant s also interact w i th new student leaders from across campus, developing relat io nships and a 

network that stretches ac ross UL Lafayette. 

Emerging Leader Summit i s a student developed prog ram that w i l l take place from 2 :00 pm - 8 :00 p m on 

Friday. November 2, 2018, begin ning at Bayou Bijou Theatre in the Student Unio n at the University of 

Lo uisiana at Lafayette. We will se lect part icipants w e feel will benefit from this prog ram and can also 

contrib ute knowledge and experience to their fel low partic ipant s. Reg istrat ion is open now! If selected , 

conference fee is S25. Check out pictures from pr evious years HERE! 

Keynote Speaker: Stan Pearson, II 



Stan Pearson, II is an author, bi l ingual speaker, motivational comedian, and host. His p resentations on 
diversity, inclusion , and leader ship are entertaini ng , educating, and interactive from start to fin ish. Stan's 

humor and charisma accentuate his ability to connect w ith aud iences and create a posi t ive and energetic 

exper ience. He has spoken with m ultiple groups and institutions acro ss the Unit ed States, Mexico, British 

Virgin Island s, U.S. Virg in Islands, and Canada. Organ izations who have ut i lized his services include 

Student Life, Orientation, and Multi - cultural offices, Greek Life confe rence planners, and businesses in 

myriad fields. Stan' s accolade s include being named APCA Speaker of the Year and Campus Activities 

Magazine's Diversity Art ist of the Year Nominee. 

Small Group Presenters: 

Kimberly Billeaudeau 
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Kimber ly Bi l leaudeau's presentation is t it led Power Up and Stand Out. 

Kimber ly Bi l leaudeau currently se rves as the Director of Career Services at the University of Louisiana at 

Lafayette. She has been in the Career Services p rofession for over fourteen years. Kimberly is invo lved in 

several local, regional and national associations for Career Services professionals and employer s and is a 

past Presid ent of the Louisiana Association of Colleges & Employers. She provides training to students, 
alumni and employers on job search p reparation, interviewing techniques, recru it ing str ategies and 

professional etiquette . 

In add it ion , Kimberly currently serves as the Facu lty Advisor for Delta Delta Delta Sorority and the Disney 

College Program Student Alum ni Association. She also serves on the university's Student Organ ization 

Committee. 

Ruben Henderson 



Session T itle: Unlocking Your Leadership Potential: Toy Box Edition 

Th is interactive, engaging presentat ion wil l showcase, highlight, and teach leaders how they can retu rn to 

t he basic nature of quality leadersh ip by un locking practical lessons from t heir chi ldhood toys. The most 

important leader ship lessons we are taught as k id s come from t he toys we played with. Join us as we dive 

into the toy box for this hand s- on workshop. 

Learning outcomes· 

Ident ify and discuss three (3) characteristics of leadership associated with toys 

Locate t he shiniest "toy" in your lead er ship toy box 

Develop t hr ee (3) improvement str ategies for the leadership "toys" that need a little love 

Ru ben Henderson cu rrently serves as Assistant Director of Student Activ it ies and advi sor for the University 

Program Counc i l (UPC) in the Office of Student Engagement and Leadership (OSEL) at the Un iver sity of 

Lou isiana at Lafayette . He received his undergraduate degree in Marketing and l egal Stud ies from the B.I. 

Moody Ill College of Business and is cu rrent ly pur suing his Master s of Business Administrat ion at the 

University of Louisiana at Lafayette. He serves on numerous boards and com mittees on camp us and in the 

com munity, inc lud ing the Black Faculty Staff Association (BFSA) se rving as the Immed iate Past President, 

and the Christiana Smith African American Alum ni Chapter serving as the Vice Presid ent of Special Events. 

Ruben was a recent recipient of the Dean of Community Service Excellence in Service Award at UL 

Lafayette, and also received t he Outstandi ng Mid- Level Professional of the Year Award from the Lou isiana 

Association of College and University Student Personnel Administration (LACUSPA). He is a memb er of 

Kappa Alpha Psi Fratern ity, Incorporated. He also cu rrently serves in LACUSPA as the Four - Year 

In stit ut ional Representat ive and is the pr oud advisor of the Black Male Leade rship Association (BMLA). He 

is a graduate of Leader ship Lafayette Class XXIX (29) and serves on the Board of Directors for the 705, an 
organization for Young Leaders in Acadiana seeking to grow p rofessionally and per sonally by participating 

in a variety of learning and leadership develop ment opportunities. Ruben a lso serves on the board of 

di recto rs for Mile Perret Cancer Services (MPCS), a compr ehensive resource center helping ind ividuals 

fight, survive and live with cancer. 

Skyra Rideaux 



Skyra Rideaux is a f irst generation college graduate and an alumna of th e Univer sity of Lou isiana at 

Lafayette w ith a Bachelor of Arts degree in Public Relations. Her purpose, passions, and p ursu its are wit h 

being civically engaged and community dr iven . She is a f irm believer in the p hilosophy of servant 
leader ship and the develop ment and edif ication of people and commu nities. It is her personal mission to 

help community members, speci fically those who are d isadvantaged and under - resourced, to achieve their 

g reatest potential through education, empowerment and access to opportun it ies. 

Skyra has se rved as the Executive Di rector of Lafayette Commun ity Health Care Clinic, and as the Event s 
and Public Relat ions Manager of Louisiana lmmersive Technologies Enterprise (UTE) . Skyra has partner ed 

with several community memb er s and leaders to create, support and lead init iatives su ch as having black 

men d ress in suits to greet stud ents on the f irst day of class at Lafayette Midd le School, to faci li tating t he 

region's f irst Gulf Coast Young Profess ionals Summit. She has been recogn ized as an Acadiana Top 20 

under-40 award honoree, is a g raduate of Leader ship Lafayette Class XXVIII (28), and is a proud vet eran of 

t he United States Navy. 

Dr. Caryn Win ters 

Dr. Winters's presentation is t it led Communication Strategies for Projecting a Positive Ethos. 

Dr. Caryn Winters is a native of New Iberia , LA. She rece ived her Bac he lor's degree from Loyola Unive rs ity Ne w 

Orleans, where s he had dual majors in Po lit ical Scie nce a nd Med ia Stud ies. As a Jesu it in stitutio n fou nded upon 

socia l ju stice and servant leadersh ip , Loyola e ncou raged its s t udents to be people wit h a nd for oth e rs. Dr. Winte rs 

deeply interna lized th is call to service , a nd joined t he Ame riCorps p rogram as a VISTA, or Volu nteer In Service To 

Ame rica, whe re she worked as a com mun ity o rganizer in one of the most economically d isadva ntaged a reas of Fort 

Worth, Texas. 

Following he r service , Dr. Winters pursued her Masters of Scie nce in Inte rpersona l Commu nicatio n at t he Un ive rs ity 

of Louis iana at Lafayette. After lea ving UL, Dr. Winte rs atte nded The Pen nsylva nia State Unive rs ity where she ea rned 

he r PhD in Commun icat ions_ Du ring he r t ime at Pe n n State , Dr_ Winters developed academic interests in media 

literacy, cult ura l studies, c ivic e ngagement , a nd t he inte rre latio nship among de mocracy, hig he r educatio n, a nd t he 

mea n ing of good work. Her researc h interests ca me togethe r in he r d isse rtation , e nt it le d : The Primacy of Principle s : 

Exploring Jo u rna lism Educato rs' Democratic Imperative to Do Good Work. Dr. Winters cons ide rs it a d istinct ho nor 

to have t he opportunity to return to UL Lafayette a nd t h e De partment of Co mmu nicatio n, where s he se rves as a n 

Assista nt Professor of Organizat io na l Commu nication. Or. Winters teaches cou rses t ha t include Leadersh ip 

Communicatio n , Int e rpe rsona l Commu nication, Tra ining a nd Deve lo pment, a nd Commu nicatio n Co nsultatio n. 

She is t he advise r for t he National Associatio n for Blac k Journalists and t he Organizationa l Co m mun icatio n 

Associat ion . 

Michael J ohnson 



Michael Johnson's presentation is t it led Leadership at Work. 

Michael Johnson is a nat ive of Eunice, Louisiana, and g raduated from the Univer si ty of Southwestern 

Louisiana (l 979) w ith a Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engi neering , and received a Master of Science in 

Telecommunicat ion from the University of Louisiana at Lafayette in 200 2. As a Telecommunicat ions and 

Industr ial Automat ion Systems Eng ineer , Michael has worked across the western and cent ral U.S. ; he has 
also co- founded several companies, includi ng Integrated Controls, Inc. (ICON) and Techneaux Techno logy 

Services, LLC. 

When not engaged in leader ship and management activit ies, Michael enj oys spend ing t ime wit h his wife o f 

43 years, 4 children, and l 0 g randch ild ren, as well as playing music or riding his bike . 

Conference Coordinators 

Andrew Albritton 

Andrew Albr itton, a senio r maj oring in Economics / Legal Stud ies, is from the small town of Morgan City, 

Louisiana. He g raduated valed ictor ian in 20 13 , and since start ing at UL has gotten involved in a w ide 
var iety of campus o rganizat ions, includ ing Sigma Chi fratern ity, the lnt erfratern ity Council, Student 

Orientation Staff, Stud ent Leadership Council, The Big Event, and the Student Government Association . He 

credits the Emerg ing Lead er's Summ it, wh ich he f ir st attended in 20 15 as an inductee of the Alpha class, 

w ith helping him to d evelop the leadership and networki ng ski lls necessary to be a successful st udent 

leader. 

Benjamin Butler 



Benj amin Butler is a junio r maj o ring in Mass Communications, with a concentration in broadcast ing. Born 
and raised in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Benj amin joined the UL family in Fal l 2015. Since then, he has 

become involved i n numerous organizations, both on and off campus. He has most recently served as a 

Summer Vista w ith AmeriCorps, and is Pres ident of the Black Male Lead ership Association (BMLA). 

Benj amin has also been involved with the Student Leadership Counc i l, Sigma Gamma Mu, the Black 
Student Union, and t he l 'Acadian Yearbook. Benjamin f ir st attended the Emerging l eader Summit (ELS) as 

a sophomore in 201 6, and is excited to be retu rning as a coord inator for the Fall 2017 conference. 

Benjamin Messner 

Benjamin Messner is a j unior at UL Lafayette , majoring in Eng lish. The Opelousas, Lou isiana nat ive 

enrolled at UL in Fall 2015, Ben has been highly involved on campus: he served two years on the Student 

Orientation Staff (t he second year as a member of the Leadership Team). Ben currently rep resents the 
College of Liberal Arts as a Student Government Associat ion senato r, in add ition to serving on the St udent 

Leader ship Council, volunteering as a Peer Mentor, and is an act ive member of t he Lambda Ps i Chapt er of 

Sigma Chi Fratern ity, for whom he advocates for chapte r alumni as Tribu ne. As a fraternity delegate, Ben 

attend ed t he 2017 Huntsman Hor izons Lead ership Summit in Salt Lake City, Utah. Ben is al so an active 

member of Lil's Honors Program, having held the posit ions of Freshman and Sophomor e Representative 

on t he Honors Board . Ben attended 20 16 Emerg ing Leader Summit (ELS) as a member of the Gamma Class, 

and is very honored to return as a 201 7 Conference Coordinator. 

Katie Wapp el 



Katie Wappel is a senior at UL Lafayette, maj o ring in Business Informatics. From Springfield, Il lino is, Katie 

came to UL in 2014 and has since joined mu h i pie campus o rganizat ions. She is a cu rrently a member and 

Chapter President of Alpha Omicron Pi sorority, Senate Chair in UL's Stud ent Government Association 

(SCA), and a member of the Student Leadership Organization. Katie has also been part of the UL Honors 

Board, the Association for Future Alu mnae, Nat ional Soc iety of Leadership and Success (NSLS), and an 

officer for the Panhellenic Counci l. She attended the 2015 Emerg ing Leader Summit (ELS) as a member of 

the Alpha class and came back as a facil itator at the Spring 2016 ELS, an experience which has helped her 

grow as both a person and as a leader on campus. In Fall 2016, Katie served as an ELS Conference 

Coordinator, a role she is happy to be return ing to in 2017! 

Sponsored By: 

lnterfratern ity Counci l, Office of Student Engagement and Leadership, Student Leadership Council , UL 
Lafayette Alumni Associat ion and Student Government Association . 
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